
The Pennsylvania Important Mammal Areas Project (IMAP) was initiated in 2001 to promote the conser-
vation of mammals by identifying sites or regions that include habitats critical to their survival, and to 
educate the public about mammals and their needs. The Pennsylvania IMA Project was the first of its 
kind in the United States and perhaps in the world. Patterned after the Important Bird Areas Project 

(IBA), the philosophy and methodologies are comparable. In parallel with the IBA effort, site nominations 
were gathered from many constituencies, sites were evaluated based on criteria developed by profes-
sional mammalogists, and the Mammal Technical Committee of the Pennsylvania Biological Survey chose 
the initial roster of sites.  
 
While selection as an Important Mammal Area does not provide legal protection, it focuses public aware-
ness on mammals and provides landowners and governmental agencies with information to compliment 
land management and land use decisions to better protect mammals and their habitat. The fact that both 
the Important Bird Areas Project and the Important Mammal Areas Project have been piloted in Pennsyl-
vania is a tribute to the cohesiveness of the community of Pennsylvaniaôs state agencies, conservation-
ists, and biologists who share a commitment to maintaining the Commonwealthôs biodiversity and safe-
guarding species of special conservation need.  
 
IMAP is a joint partnership of the Pennsylvania Game Commission, National Wildlife Federation, Pennsyl-

vania Wildlife Federation, Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Mammal Technical Committee/
Pennsylvania Biological Survey and the Carnegie Museum of Natural History.  
 
Finanicial support for IMAP has come primarily through the State Wildlife Grants Program, a federally -
funded program administered in Pennsylvania by the game Commission. IMAP dovetails seamlessly with 

Pennsylvaniaôs Wildlife Action Plan, which was 
developed in 2005 and 2006 to ensure contin-
ued funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice for projects like IMAP. Pennsylvania's Wild-
life Action Plan promotes residents, businesses, 
organizations and government working together 
to attain sustainable wildlife populations, com-
munities and ecosystems. Its goals are to: im-
prove the scientific basis for making conserva-
tion decisions; conserve the state's biodiversity; 
cultivate a knowledgeable citizenry that sup-
ports and participates in wildlife conservation; 
ensure resources are available to conserve wild-
life; and expand and improve the coordination 
of public agencies and other partners in wildlife 
conservation planning and implementation.  
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