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A f t e r  H u r r i c a n e  I r e n e  a n d  O t h e r  N a t u r a l  D i s a s t e r s :   
C h a r i t y  S c a m s  

  

Watch where you donate! There are thousands of fake charity websites that are created, which attempt to 
collect donations to help hurricane victims. Do research before making any donations and make sure that 
you're donating to the right charity. 
If you're making any donations, avoid third party sites and organizations, and head straight to the charity's 
main website. 
The FBI has issued warnings about Hurricane Irene charity scams, and has offered some excellent tips to 
protect you against charity scammers: 

 Do not respond to unsolicited (SPAM) e-mail.  

 Be skeptical of individuals representing themselves as officials soliciting via e-mail for donations.  

 Do not click on links contained within an unsolicited e-mail.  

 Be cautious of e-mail claiming to contain pictures in attached files, as the files may contain 
viruses.  

 Only open attachments from known senders.  

 To ensure contributions are received and used for intended purposes, make contributions directly 
to  known organizations rather than relying on others to make the donation on your behalf.  

 Validate the legitimacy of the organization by directly accessing the recognized charity or aid 
organization's website rather than following an alleged link to the site.  

 Attempt to verify the legitimacy of the non-profit status of the organization by using various 
Internet-based resources, which also may assist in confirming the actual existence of the 
organization.  

 Do not provide personal or financial information to anyone who solicits contributions: providing 



such information may compromise your identity and make you vulnerable to identity theft. 

If you believe you have been a victim of a charity related scheme, contact the National 
Center for Disaster Fraud by: 
Telephone at (866) 720-5721 or Fax at (225) 334-4707 

 

   

BUCKS COUNTY CRIMES AGAINST OLDER ADULTS TASK FORCE  
Bucks Co District Attorney's Office                 A Woman's Place (AWP) 
  215-348-6344                                                         1-800-220-8116 
Bucks Co Area Agency on Aging                     Bucks Co Office of Consumer Protection 
   215-348-0510                                                         215-348-6060          
BucksCo Coroner's Office                                Bucks Co Register of Wills 
  215-348-3852                                                         215-348-6265 
Network of Victim Assistance (NOVA)           US Dept. of Health and Human Services 
1-800-675-6900                                                     Investigations, Office of the Inspector General 

                                         1-800-447-8477 
  

      www.crimesaginstolderadultsbucks.org   
24 - HOUR HOTLINE: 1-800-490-8505 

 

 

 

Mandy Munday 

Director of Education and Training 
Network of Victim Assistance 

2370 York Rd. Suite B1 
Jamison, PA  18929 
1-800-675-6900 (hotline) 
215-343-6543 (business line) 
www.novabucks.org 
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