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Commonwealth of Pennsylua
Pennsylvania Game Commission

Agenda

The Commission Meeting of the Pennsylvania Game Commissionbwilheld on Tuesday,
September 242013 at The Lamplighter Restaurant located at 6566 William Penn Highway,
Delmont, PA 1562®eginning at 8:30 a.m.

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call of Commissioners

Robert W. Schlemmer, President
David J. Putnam, Vice President
Brian H. Hoover, Secretary
James J. Delaney, Jr.

Ronald A. Weaner

Ralph A. Martone

Charles E. Fox

Timothy S. Layton

Approval of Minutes of Commission Meeting heldne 252013.



BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATION

ADOPTED RULE MAKING

A. Adoption of proposed amendments to Chapt&;, Sibchapter B.

Commentary To effectively manage the wildlife resources of this Commaithe the
Game CommissiondQommission proposed at stJune 25, 2013, meeting
to amend Chapter 143, Subchapter B (relating to appointment of agents) to

eliminate the late fees for late agent applications and also to make
housekeeping amendments to relaeed.

Action:



EXHIBIT "A"
CHAPTER 143. HUNTING AND FURTAKER LICENSES
Subchapter B. APPOINTMENT OF AGENTS

Sec.

143.21. Appointment of agents.

143.22. Rebate for first year agents.
143.23. Minimum sales requirement.
143.24. Fee for reapplication.

143.25. Rebate restrictions.

143.26. Time for rebate.

143.27. Conditions for appointment.
143.28. Application period.

143.29. (Reserved).

143.30. Return of disapproved applications.
143.31. Agencies at separate locations.

§143.21.  Appointment of agents.

A person desiring appointment as an agent shall apply to the Commission on the
form provided. An application fee of $500 is required for each location, in the form of a
negotiabl e check or money order payabl e to
completed application, along with the application fee, shall be forwarded to: Pennsylvania Game
Commission, 2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 1797197.

§ 143.22. Rebate for first year agents.

(@) An agent shall be entitled to a rebate based igofirst license year only
sales as follows:
(1) Rebate $100 if 250 licenses are sold.
(2) Rebate $200 if 500 licenses are sold.
(3) Rebate $300 if 750 licenses are sold.
(4) Rebate $400 if 1,000 licenses are sold.

(b) A rebate willnotbe given ater the first license year of sales.

§ 143.23. Minimum sales requirement.

To continue as an agent, a minimum of 200 hunting licenses shall be sold each
license year. Qualifying licenses, for the purpose of calculating 200 hunting licenses, wall be th
regular resident, nonresident hunting and furtakers licenses. Archery, muzzleloader, bear,



special wild turkey, migratory game bird and replacement licenses are not included as qualifying
licenses. In addition, an agent shall continue to meet thereeggnts in § 143.27 (relating to
conditions for appointment).

§ 143.24. Fee for reapplication.

If an agent sells less than the required 200 qualifying licenses in algiease
year, and is removed by the Commission, or if an agent voluntarildnaitts, a subsequent
reapplication requires payment of the application fee.

§ 143.25. Rebate restrictions.

A rebate will not be granted if the agent is delinquent in remittingelysas
required.

§ 143.26.  Time for rebate.

Rebate to the agent wile credited to his account at the beginning of the license
year following his first year as an agent.
§ 143.27. Conditions for appointment.

A person desiring consideration for appointment as an agent shall meet the
following conditions:

(1) Be aresident of this Commonwealth or an entity registered to do

business in this Commonwealth.

(2)  Operate a bona fide sporting goods sales outlet where the public
expects to find this service.

(3) Be open to the public during reasonable daylight anehieg
hours.

(4) Not operate on a seasonal or garte basis.
5) Agree to and demonstrate ability to provide full license service and
cooperation to the public throughout the entire license sales period, and keep records required by

the Commissiomand by statute.

(6) Provide security to the Commission in an amount of at least
$18,000.



§ 143.28.  Application period.

(&) A person requesting appointment as an agent shall submit the appropriate
completed application form to the Commission in Hdmrg during the period November 1
throughMarch 31 of the following yedao be eligible for appointment as an issuing agent for the
license year beginning the following July 1

(b)  An application received outside of the application persatbt guarateed
to be processed by the Commission before the start of the license year beginning July

§143.29.  (Reserved).

§ 143.30. Return of disapproved applications.

Disapproved applicants will be notified in a timely manner, and the entire $500
applicdion fee will be returned.
§ 143.31.  Agencies at separate locations.

An agent desiring to operate an agency at additional locations shall meet the
requirements in this subchapter.



BUREAU OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

PROPOSED RULEMAKING

A. Amend 58 Pa. @de, §133.21.

Commentary

§133.21.

In accordancewith goals establishedin the PennsylvaniaBald Eagle
Management Plan 20102019 (herafter, Plan), the bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephaluyshas achieved a population level and
geographical distribution that nooriger meets the definition o&
threatenedpecies. As of the 2013 nesting season, bald eagle populations
havereachedll criteria sefforth in the Planto be removed from the state
endangered and threatened species list, that is, wesuatainng a
minimum of 150 nesting pairs, including successful pairs in at least 40
counties, with 60% of known nests successful and productivity of 1.2
eaglets fledged per successful nest, based fore year running period.
Delisting of the bald eagle can be accomsip#id by amending 58 Pa. Code,

§ 133.21 as outlined below. Upon delisting, bald eagles will continue to
be a protected species under state statutes and will be continue to be
afforded added protection under the fedeBalld and Golden Eagle
Protection Act Pennsylvania Game Commission staff vatntinueto
implement the [an andmonitor bald eagle nests to ensure that this species
does not regress toward endangerment.

CHAPTER 133. WILDLIFE CLASSIFICATION

Subchapter B. BIRDS

Classificationof birds.

The following birds are classified:

Action:

* k k% %

(2)  Threatened.
[(il—Bald-Eagle Haliaeetusleucocephal)ls
[€] (i) Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus

[(v)] (i) Long-eared Owl Asio otus)



B. Amend 58 PaCode, 8147.673.

Commentary Pennsylvania hunters have the opportunity to purchase their new hunting
licenses from license issuing agents and the Pennsylvania Automated
License System in early June each year. Ideally every hunter interested in
also redeming a Deer Management Assistance Permit (DMAP) coupon
would be able to do so at the time of their general hunting license
purchase. Unfortunately, due to the current DMAP application deadline
and accompanying processing time, most DMAP permit applicatoe
not available until late June or early July. To accommodate hunting
license buyers and permit ee®p purchases for licenses and permits in
early Junethe Commission isproposing to move up the DMAP
application deadline to May 1. W.ith this deadlidate change DMAP
applications would be made available to prospective applicants no later
than February 15 each year. This change can be accomplished by
amending 58 Pa. Code187.673 as outlined below.

CHAPTER 147. SPECIAL PERMITS
Subchapter RODEER CONTROL
DEER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCEPROGRAM PERMITS

§147.673. Eligibility and application for DMAP.

* %k k%

(1)  Applications shall be submitted to a regional office [Bynré May 1
immediately preceding the first fall deer season and include the opairie owner, lessee,
political subdivision or government agency that is applying for the DMAP and the name and
address of the contact person for the DMAP as well as other information required on the
application.

Action:



BUREAU OF WILDLIFE PROTECTI ON
PROPOSED RULE MAKING
A. Amend 58 Pa. Cod&,13541

Commentary The Commission has historically permitted the use of small open fires on
State game lands by licensed hunters, trappers or fishermen and through
hikers within the corridor of the Appalaian Trail and continued support
for the use of small open fires by these users has not diminished.
However, the Commission has identified an increasing number of fires
being set and maintained by persons using the State game lands for other
than their mtended uses. In an effort to discourage and reduce the
occurrence of these unintended yslee Commission is proposing to limit
the availability of the fire exception located in 8 135.41(a) to only licensed
hunters, trappers or fishermen and througtetsikwithin the corridor of
the Appalachian Trail.

CHAPTER 135. LANDS AND BUILDINGS

Subchapter B. PROTECTION OF WILDLIFE HABITAT

§ 135.41.  State game lands.

* % % k%

(@ Restrictions limited The following exceptions to 8§ 135.2 (relating to
unlawful actions) pertain to lands and waters designated as State game lands:

* %k k%

rek Small open

flres for cooklnq or warmlnq purposes may be klndled used and maintained by persons

exercising the privileges of a valid hunting, furtaking or flshlnq license and through hikers within

the corridor of the Appalachian Trail as is define 8§ 135.42 (relating to Appalachian Trail).

This exception to the prohibition on fires in 8 135.2(8) is applicable only where the small fires
are located at places where adequate precautions are taken to prevent the spread of fire and the
small fires @ attended at all times and completely extinguished before leaving the site of the
fire. This exception shall not apply when the fire index rating used by the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources is high, very high or extreme for that Arearson

causing a wildfire, in addition to possible criminal penalty, is liable for all damages, cost of
extinguishing and fines.

Action:



BUREAU OF WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT
REAL ESTATE
A. Acquisition
Contract No. 3646, State Game Land Nos. 54&hdefferson and Clearfield Counties

Commentary The Ideal Foundation of Sykesville is offering for sale seven tracts of land
totaling 852.51 +/ acres in Warsaw Township, Jefferson County and
Brady Township, Clearfield County. The Jefferson Countgt$radjoin
State Game Land No. 54 and the Clearfield County tracts are near State
Game Land No. 87 (Exhibits RED 1 and 2). The option price is
approximately $1,258,575 lump sum which has been determined by the
| deal Foundat i on 0 s|andegpsroenershiptingettestsp n o f
with the final consideration amount to be determined after title work has
been completed and the oil and gas ownership verified on all described
tracts. The consideration is based on $1,100 per acre for the property that
includes the oil and gas rights. Specifically, the two parcels (305 +/
acres) that adjoin State Game Land No. 54 include oil and gas rights. The
remaining tracts are being offered at $750 per acre as it is believed the oil
and gas estate has already bearepted and reserved. The consideration
shall be paid with funds from third party commitments for compensation
of habitat and recreational losses which occurred on $tatee lands
from previously approved projects. The timber is valued at $514,100. The
Jefferson County parcels are forested with northern hardwoods with
approximately 20 acres in reverting old fields. Small spring seeps and
tributaries are located on the tracts which are part of the headwaters to
South Branch North Fork Creek. Large wetla associated with Beaver
Meadow Run makes up the eastern part of the Jefferson County tracts.
The | argest of the Clearfield Count
because five small fishing ponds have been created on the property. The
Laurel Branch oBeech Run flows through the property which is mostly
forested with mixed northern hardwoods. Access is provided from Beech
Run Road as well as Rimer Road and Keller Road on the north.
Approximately half of the smaller Clearfield County tract is planted i
grasses and conifers with the other half forested with northern hardwoods,
primarily chestnut oak and maple. The Ideal Foundation shall reserve all
red maple until September 24, 2016.
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Contract No. 3647, State Game Land No. 87, Clearfield County

Commentary Rorabaugh Lumber Company (RLC) is offering for sale 97.1aeres of
land in Greenwood Township, Clearfield County which will connect a
700-acre detached parcel to existing of State Game Land No. 87 (Exhibit
RED 3). The option price is $&94.50 lump sum to be paid with funds
from third party commitments for compensation of habitat and
recreationalosses which occurred on State gameds from previously
approved projects. RLC reserves the right to cut and remove all trees
greaterthan@ ¢ DBH wunt i | November 1, 2016
removed upon mutual consent . RLCOs
to one timber harvesting operation period. At completion of harvest, RLC
shall provide a written release stating the reservatiail terminate. The
property is forested and Poplar Run bisects the property.

Contract No. 3648, State Game Land No. 87, Clearfield County

Commentary The Estate of Martin L. Bearer is offering for sale four tracts of land
totaling 259 + acres in RIl Township, Clearfield County. One of the
tracts is an interior to State Game Land No. 87 and the remaining three
tracts are indentures into State Game Land No. 87 (Exhibit RED 4). The
option price is $259,000 lump sum to be paid with funds from {hértly
commitments for compensation of habitat and recreational losses which
occurred on Statgamelands from previously approved projects. Portions
of the property located off Troutvil®cGees Mills Road are currently
being reclaimed as per an Amfiremmg permit. Headwaters of Laurel
Run traverse the property with good woodcock habitat located along the
stream bottom. License to enter the property shall be granted to comply
with a governmental order, judgment, decree, law, ordinance, or other
legal mandate associated with any post mining activity. There is good
access to the tracts from township roads.

12
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Contract No. 3649, State Game Land No. 87, Clearfield County

Commentary

Thomas R. Lanager is offering for sale 60 &tres of land in Penn
Township, Clearfield County. The property is an interior to State Game
Land No. 87 (Exhibit RED 5). The option price is $39,000 lump sum to
be paid with funds from third party commitments for compensation of
habitat and recreational losses which ocaiwa Stategamelands from
previously approved projects. Approximately a third of the property is
forested with maple, birch, fire cherry, and aspen. The second third of the
property is grassland and the rest of the property is a surface mine with
some ares already reclaimed. The Northern Harrier, a -istt
threatened species, is seen frequently in the area. Mr. Lanager is
excepting and reserving coal, coal bed methane and related solid hydro
carbons. Unless coal is being produced in payable ¢tiaa and/or an
active mining permit exists, the reservation edaisuary 1, 2024

Contract No. 3650, State Game Land No. 87, Clearfield County

Commentary

Bell Run Properties, LLC is offering for sale six tracts of land totaling
1,124.39 +/ acresof land in Penn and Bloom Townships, Clearfield
County (Exhibit RED 6).The option price is $1,000,000 lump sum to be
paid with funds from third party commitments for compensation of habitat
and recreational losses which occurred on $fateelands from

previously approved projects. Bell Run and tributaries to Bell Run exist
on the property, as well as associated wetlands. The wetlands are
considered an AExceptional Valueo by
Commission due to a wild trout population. Hemlegkh a light

scattering of hardwoods can be found along Bell Run and its tributaries.
The hemlock provides excellent winter thermal cover and protection for
the streams. A good mix of other hardwood species provides a variety of
mast for wildlife. Thee is a good wildlife travel corridor on the property.
Bell Run Properties, LLC is excepting and reserving coal, coal bed
methane and related solid hyetrarbons.Unless coal is being produced

in payable quantities and/or an active mining permit exis¢staservation
endsJanuary 1, 2024
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