CLASSROOMS FOR THE FUTURE SUMMER TIPS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Apple would like to assist all CFF schools with these simple and easy tips and recommendations for the Classroom for the Future equipment. Please review these simple recommendations to see what can be done now to plan for maximum effectiveness in the coming school year.
Teachers, Trainers, Coaches, and Administrators: These tips should be discussed with your IT/Technology department.  While Apple has tried to keep these tips very general, your District/ School Technology Coordinator may have policies and practices that should be followed regardless of the information presented here.
Your MacBooks (camera, and camcorder) include a lithium-ion battery:
Decreased battery life in a lithium-ion battery is primary caused by exposure to heat. Store the batteries in a controlled temperature environment at room temperature or cooler.
For short time storage (June, July, and August) it’s ok to leave the batteries in the MB. For longer storage, removing the batteries will decrease the drain on the batteries.
If you don’t plan on using the MB for more than six months, Apple recommends that you remove and store the battery with a 50% charge. If you store a battery when it’s fully discharged, it could fall into a deep discharge state, which renders it incapable of holding any charge. Conversely, if you store it fully charged for an extended period of time, the battery may experience some loss of battery capacity, meaning it will have a shorter life.
Security:  The following information regarding security is offered to complement existing policies and procedures in place at CFF schools.  The serial numbers and internal component information for the CFF MacBooks are available to all CFF Technical Directors for assistance in completing school property records and having that information available in the event of theft.  Please contact the Apple Project Manager Tom Wangler ( HYPERLINK "mailto:twangler@apple.com" twangler@apple.com) if you need assistance. Here are links to several additional security options (Physical and Electronic) that may be of interest to CFF schools.  Open these links when you have an internet connection available to review the offerings.  Apple does not specifically endorse any one product over another, these links are neither exclusive nor representative of all available products or solutions.
http://www.computersecurity.com/stop/index_b.html?id=1" (STOP Security Plates)
https://stoptheft.com/site/solutions_theft_prevention.php
http://www.absolute.com/markets/education.asp (Absolute Software)
http://www.pcphonehome.com (PC Phone Home)
If the School District allows use of your Mac Book during the summer:
For proper maintenance of a lithium-based battery, using it is a good thing. Apple does not recommend leaving your MacBook plugged in all the time. Apple recommends charging and discharging its battery at least once per month.
Bretford Laptop Carts:  Unplug the carts that won’t be used during the summer months. Continuous charging without usage will generate heat and degrades lithium-ion batteries.  Secure carts with provided locks and make sure all keys locations/combinations are known to the proper contacts or department.
Interactive White Board:
Gather all items that are loose and can be easily disconnected from the board and/or computer.  Remove batteries from the remote control and eraser.  
Place a sign (taped to top frame of board) letting everyone know: 
-This board is not a markerboard!
-Do not wash.  Clean only with a soft dampened cloth.
Back up your work.  Any files you have created or images stored on your computer should be saved onto disk, thumb drive, or network server.  
When preparing for Fall classes, test your board early in the preparation process.  Do this with your computer connected to the internet.  Automatic updates will look for software updates that may have been issued during the Summer break.  If you are unable to download software updates, please notify your IT Department to do this early in the back-to-school process.  
Testing early will allow time for any technical support you may need as well as provide time for trying new practices.
Call free tech support: 1-800-620-POLY
