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“I am pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Shahiedy Shahied as 
the Director, Bureau of Laboratories, effective on August 2, 2008.  
Dr. Shahied has over 35 years of laboratory experience and most 
recently has been serving as the Acting Director, Bureau of 
Laboratories for the Pennsylvania Department of Health. Please join me 
in welcoming Dr. Shahied to his new role.” 
 

Michael Huff | Deputy Secretary 
                                                  PA Department of Health 

 
“On September 26, 2008, Gov. Edward G. Rendell named Everette 
James to serve as Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health.  
Prior to his appointment as Secretary of Health, James served as a 
senior advisor to the Governor. He advised the Governor on health care 
and pension issues affecting the Commonwealth. James served as the 
Governor's senior staff liaison to the Departments of Health, Welfare, 
Insurance and Aging. He also served as a Trustee of the Public 
Employee Benefits Trust Fund (PEBTF) and was the Governor's 
designee to the Boards of the Ben Franklin Technology Development 
Authority and the Public School Employees' Retirement System 
(PSERS).”  

 
Marianne C. Porter | Director 

Division of Laboratory Improvement  
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
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Recently, New York State focused attention on a problem the 
Pennsylvania Bureau of Laboratories has been aware of for some time. 
 
Use of the PanBio screening test for West Nile Virus infection in human 
specimens yields a higher than expected rate of false positive results.  
The Bureau has for several years used a 2-tiered EIA protocol that 
employs an initial screen with the PanBio kit and confirmation with the 
Focus kit.  Thus, positive patient results from the Bureau can be relied 
upon as true positives for clinical and epidemiological applications.  
 
This issue underscores the importance of sending specimens for West 
Nile Virus testing to the Bureau for a complete workup.  The Bureau 
does not charge for testing West Nile Virus human specimens.   
To submit a specimen, first contact Stanley Reynolds, Director, 
Division of Clinical Microbiology (610-280-3464 x 3283) or James 
Lute, Supervisor, Virology and Immunology Section (610-280-3464, x 
3248). 
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Because the Bureau has switched to a new information management 
program, the following changes have occurred and will be effective for 
the November 2008 proficiency testing event.   
 

1) Your November 2008 Proficiency Testing answer sheet will 
look different.  The answer sheets are now individually 
tailored to each participant.  It will only include spaces for 
answers to tests that you are currently licensed and enrolled 
for.    

 
2) If you are licensed for whole blood glucose testing, please be 

aware that the glucometer list on the answer sheet has 
changed.  After testing your whole blood glucose specimens, 
please read the glucometer list in its entirety before making a 
notation of which glucometer you used during testing.  The 
glucometer list is now in alphabetical order and some 
glucometer makes/models have been added or removed.  If 

                you do not see the make/model of the glucometer you used 
                during testing, please select #16 Other, and specify (i.e.  

        write in) which glucometer make/model you used during 
        testing. 
 
3) Bilirubin has been removed from the Urinalysis proficiency 

testing.  If you continue to report bilirubin in your office, 
please note that you are not required to switch proficiency 
testing providers.   

 
You will continue to receive an answer sheet, instructions, return 
envelope, a “frequently asked questions” sheet, and a Replacement 
Request form with your specimens.  If one or more of your specimens is 
broke, leaking, or missing from your package, please continue to use the 
Replacement Request form.   
 
Also, if you are adding or removing tests from your permit, please use 
the Change/Update form found on our webpage at  
www.health.state.pa.us/labs, under the Laboratory Improvement, then 
Proficiency Testing links.  
 
As with any change, we do understand there may be some confusion.  
Our new program has the capacity to catch discrepancies in your 
accounts more effectively than our old program.  Please be patient 
during this transition.  If you have any question or concerns, please 
contact Ms. Mary McCormick at 610-280-3464 x3271. 
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The bacteria that causes whooping cough is a highly communicable 
respiratory infection.  Whooping cough can last for many weeks and is 
typically manifested in children with paroxysmal spasms of severe 
coughing, whooping, and posttussive (after coughing spell) vomiting.  
In the United States, 5000-7000 cases are reported each year. Bordetella 
pertussis is a small, aerobic gram-negative rod that is fastidious and 
requires special media for isolation. In the month of September 2008, 
Bordetella has been detected in children from Cambria, Chester and 
Monroe counties.   
 
Pertussis testing requires a nasopharyngeal aspirate or swab collection 
and requires immediate inoculation of special media.  The Bureau of 
Laboratories offers Bordetella pertussis culture and PCR testing.  If you 
are interested in obtaining pertussis testing kits contact Lisa Dettinger 
ldettinger@state.pa.us or 610-280-3464 X 3261.  This kit includes the 
special media, swab, tube, specimen submission slip, biohazard bag and 
shipping directions. The storage of the media requires refrigeration.   
Reference - http://www.cdc.gov 
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The Bureau of Laboratories (BOL) offers speciation of Campylobacter.  
Campylobacter jejuni has been recently associated in an outbreak of the 
consumption of raw milk.  If the isolates are epidemiologically linked to 
an outbreak than Pulse-Field Gel Electrophoresis can be done at CDC. 
The BOL offers PCR and culture testing. Campylobacter is a gram-
negative, microaerophilic bacterium.  The suggested shipping of 
Campylobacter species is a heavily inoculum from a 48 hour isolate in a 
1-2 mL aliquot of Carey Blair transport media and shipped on a cold 
pack.   
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Agents of Bioterrorism: Training for the Sentinel Labs 

(One-Day Training)                         
                         Location: Bureau of Labs, Exton, PA 

 Dates: March 26, 2009, March 27, 2009 
     April 30, 2009, May 1, 2009 

Registration will open some time in January. Seating is limited to 16 
participants per class.  Registration is on a first come first served basis.  
You are officially registered once payment has been received. 

  
 

Public Health Laboratory Orientation Workshop for 
College Students 

Location: Bureau of Labs, Exton, PA  
     Date: January 13, 2009                            

Registration will open some time in November. Seating is limited to 30 
participants. 

 
If you have questions regarding to the training schedule, please contact 
Vincent Lan at jlan@state.pa.us 

 
 

 
 

Contact Information 
 

         
 

PA Department of Health Bureau of Laboratories 
P.O. Box 500, Exton, PA 19341 

610-280-3464 
S.I. Shahied, Ph.D., Bureau Director 
Marianne Porter, Director, Division of Laboratory Improvement  
Stanley Reynolds, Director, Division of Clinical Microbiology  
M. Jeffery Shoemaker, Ph.D., Director, Division of Chemistry & 
                                                Toxicology 
                                                 
     Visit our website at: www.health.state.pa.us/labs 
     This and all future updates will be available on-line at the above 
website.  If you wish to have future updates e-mailed to your facility, 
please contact Vincent Lan with your request: jlan@state.pa.us . 
     The most recent copy of future Updates will accompany mailings 
that the Bureau distributes. 
 
 

     



 


