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Marianne Porter, Director of the Division of Laboratory Improvement 
since 2004, retired from state service on January16th.  Ms Porter began 
her career with the Bureau as a bench microbiologist in Enteric 
Bacteriology.  She became a laboratory inspector, and then supervisor 
of the Proficiency Testing Section and the Laboratory Evaluation 
Section.  We wish her well in her future endeavors. 
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BOL Division of Clinical Microbiology goes “live” with Star LIMS 
computer database. This new system will streamline our data entry and 
recovery process and include an auto-fax feature that eliminates the 
need to mail reports out.  
The BOL's new central accessioning area within the secondary BSL 
suite begins operation. (See photo at the left) The mail is better suited to 
handle potentially dangerous packages, as well as damaged and leaking 
samples. 

            
 
Installation of the BOL’s first Transmission Electron Microscope is 
completed. (See photo at the right) The instrument will help the BOL to 
expands its capacity to rapidly identify viral pathogens as well as other 
unusual organism. 
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The Virology section has received 124 respiratory specimens for the 
current influenza season.  Of these 63 have been positive for influenza: 
38 influenza A (6 A/H3, 23 A/H1, 9 subtype pending); 10 influenza B 
(1 B/Florida [vaccine strain], 4 B/Malaysia [non-vaccine strain], 5 
subtype pending). Six (6) specimens were positive for non-influenza 
respiratory viruses: 4 adenovirus, 2 enterovirus. 
 
Of the 23 influenza A/H1 specimens identified, 3 have been identified 
as being resistant to the antiviral drug osletamivir (Tamiflu) but still 
sensitive to the antiviral adamantine drugs. 
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Agents of Bioterrorism: Training for the Sentinel Labs 
(One-Day Training)                         

                         
                     Location: Bureau of Labs, Exton, PA 

 Dates: March 26, 2009, March 27, 2009 
     April 30, 2009, May 1, 2009 

 
Registration will open on February 5th, 2009. Seating is limited to 16 
participants per class.  Registration is on a first come first served basis.  
You are officially registered once payment has been received. If you 
need more information, please contact Vincent Lan at jlan@state.pa.us . 

  
 

APHL Packaging and Shipping 
 

APHL Packaging and Shipping Division 6.2 Materials On-Line training 
course is here. Please go to APHL website for more information. 
                           http://www.aphl.org/Pages/default.aspx 

 
 

Contact Information 
 

         
 

PA Department of Health Bureau of Laboratories 
P.O. Box 500, Exton, PA 19341 

610-280-3464 
 
S.I. Shahied, Ph.D., Bureau Director 
                              Director, Division of Laboratory Improvement  
Stanley Reynolds, Director, Division of Clinical Microbiology  
M. Jeffery Shoemaker, Ph.D., Director, Division of Chemistry & 
                                                Toxicology                                                 
     Visit our website at: www.health.state.pa.us/labs 
     This and all future updates will be available on-line at the above 
website.  If you wish to have future updates e-mailed to your facility, 
please contact Vincent Lan with your request: jlan@state.pa.us . 
     The most recent copy of future Updates will accompany mailings 
that the Bureau distributes. 
 
 

     



 


