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Health Insurance
Coverage for Adult

Children

Act  4  of  2009 (Senate  Bi l l  189) ,  which  was  s igned in to  law by
Governor  Edward G.  Rendel l  on June 10,  2009,  expands heal th
insurance coverage for  chi ldren of  insured parents .   I t  a l lows
adul ts  up to  age 30,  under  cer ta in  condi t ions ,  to  remain covered
by their  parents’  health insurance.

Those eligible children are

• unmarried

•  have  no dependents

• are  residents  of  the commonwealth or  enrol led as  a  ful l -
t ime student at  an insti tution of higher education and

• are  not  provided pr ivate  insurance coverage or  enrol led
in,  or eligible for,  government benefits.

The coverage expansion occurs  a t  the  discret ion of  the  employer  and does  not
preclude an increase in premiums related to covering children for  these addit ional
years .

The law appl ies  to  new heal th  contracts  and renewals  occurr ing 180 days (s ix
months)  af ter  June 10,  2009,  and then on a  rol l ing basis  as  contracts  are  made or
renewed.

So,  for  example,  s ince the bi l l  was s igned in June of  2009,  i f  a  pol icy is  issued or
renewed in January 2010,  the provision wil l  kick in with that  January 2010 issuance
or  renewal .

Policies that  are issued or renewed less than six months after signing will  wait  unti l
next  year.  For  example,  i f  a  pol icy is  issued or  renewed in July 2009,  the provision
will  not kick in unti l  the renewal of that  policy in July 2010.

This t iming provision gives insurers t ime to revise their  policies to be consistent with
this new requirement.

Prior  to  this  law,  insurance companies were only required to cover  chi ldren on their
parents '  insurance unt i l  the age of  19,  i f  the employer  offered dependent  coverage.
At the current  t ime,  almost  40 percent  of  those who are uninsured in Pennsylvania are
be tween the  ages  of  19  to  29 .
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