
About Tuberculosis 
 

Individuals at risk for con-
tracting TB are persons 
who have been in close 
contact with an individual 
that has active TB, lived in 
a country where TB is 
common, or live/work in a 
congregate setting that is 
considered high risk. 
 

TB Symptoms 
 
 Cough lasting 3 weeks 

or more 
 Unexplained weight 

loss/no appetite 
 Chest pain 
 Night sweats 
 Fatigue/weakness 
 Nausea 
 Fever 
 Coughing up blood or 

sputum 
 Chills  
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Drug Resistance: 
 Drug resistance to any 

of the four first line 
anti-tuberculosis medi-
cines was found in 27 
cases. 

 Multi-drug resistance  
(MDR-TB) is resis-
tance to isoniazid and 
rifampin.  MDR-TB 
was found in 2 cases. 

 
 
TB/HIV Co-Infection: 
 16 cases of co-

infection were re-
ported, representing 
6% of  all TB cases for 
2007 in PA. 

In 2007, Pennsylvania re-
ported 276 cases of TB. 

The 2007 case rate for PA 
is 2.2 per hundred thou-
sand. 

2007 TB Fact Sheet 

Summary: This fact sheet provides statistics for tuberculosis (TB) disease in 
Pennsylvania for 2007.  A TB case is considered an individual with active TB disease.  
Foreign-born is defined as a TB case living in the United States, but born outside the 

U.S. or its territories.  

Tuberculosis: The Facts 

 2 billion people, equal to 
one third of the world’s 
total population, are in-
fected with TB bacilli, the 
microbe that causes TB. 

 55% of new TB cases 
are found in Asia and 
31% in Africa, placing TB 
second only to HIV/AIDS 
in terms of the global 
burden of infectious dis-
ease. 

 1 in 10 people infected 
with TB bacilli will be-
come sick with active TB 
disease  in their lifetime; 
people co-infected with 
HIV are at a much 
greater risk. 

Source: World Health Organization 
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TB Cases by Health District: PA, 2007 

 Place of Birth: 

During 2007, 53% of the total cases for PA were among 
persons born outside the United States. The percentage 
of foreign-born cases is increasing yearly. 

325 337
276

145
171

151

53%

51%
46%

0

100

200

300

400

2005 2006 2007

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
C

as
es

42

44

46

48

50

52

54
%

 F
o

re
ig

n
 B

o
rn

Number of Cases No. Foreign Born % Foreign Born

Percent Foreign Born Cases to Total Cases 
in a 3 year Period (2005-2007): PA, 2007 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania ~ Department of Health ~ Division of TB/STD ~ TB Program 
Room 1013 H&W Building ~ 625 Forster Street ~ Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Telephone: (717) 787-6267 ~ Fax: (717) 772-4309 
Web site: http://www.health.state.pa.us/tb 
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