CFF & Federal Stimulus Funding for K-12

American Reinvestment & Recovery Act (AARA)

It is the intent of the ARRA program to spend funds quickly to save and create jobs. The education funds are targeted to raise student achievement through school improvement and reform such as rigorous college and career readiness, pre-k to college and career data system, teacher effectiveness and equity and support to struggling schools. Transparency, reporting and accountability will be required. ARRA funds will be available for two years and must be invested in on-time projects thoughtfully.

Investment Considerations include the following:

* Will it have significant impact on increasing student achievement and spurring innovation?

* Is it aligned with other academic strategies already pursuing that are effectively boosting achievement for lower performing students?

* Is it possible within the time frame of the law?

* Is it consistent with duration of funding?

The Classrooms for the Future program meets the investment considerations.

Funds may be used to purchase equipment, to hire instructional coaches, and pay for teacher release time for professional development. Through ARRA funds, CFF may be expanded in high schools and extended to middle schools.

As part of the federal stimulus package, districts will be provided with one-time increases in federal funding through the following funding sources:

1. Title 1 funding

2. State Fiscal Stabilization Funds (SFSF which will be included in Basic Education Funding

3. Special education (IDEA)

4. Technology upgrades (Title II-D) – money will be released from the feds in the fall.

Districts that have implemented CFF in the four core subject areas of the high school are encouraged to use these funding sources to complete CFF deployments in the high school, expand the program to other subject areas and extend it to middle schools.  The PDE encourages districts that expand the CFF program through the stimulus funds, to include a coach as part of the program and offer the embedded learning on-line professional development courses to participating teachers. The stimulus funding is an opportunity to createFunds from all sources may be used for:

- purchasing equipment (teacher and student laptops, electronic whiteboards, projectors, printer/scanners and other classroom equipment)

- coach salaries and benefits

- teacher release time for professional development

Title 1 funding - Title 1 funding may be used to extend CFF activities to all levels to improve reading and math instruction in high-poverty schools for school-wide programs only.
State fiscal Stabilization Grants to School Districts- may be used to extend CFF activities to high schools and middle schools to improve instructional practices in any subject area within basic education, special education and career and technical education.

Special education (IDEA) – may be used to extend CFF activities in special education classrooms.

Technology upgrades (Title II-D) – may be used to extend CFF activities in high schools and middle schools to improve instructional practices in any subject area within basic education, special education and career and technical education. (Money to be released in the fall).

CFF Equipment Contract

Funds from any source may be used to purchase computers and other peripherals from the CFF vendor contract. A worksheet is available for calculating budgets for grant applications based on the current contract, If the contract changes after July 1, worksheets will be updated. Districts are not required to purchase from contract, but may wish to take advantage of the experience and cost savings the existing contract provides.

Coaches

The CFF coach has proven to be key factor in success of CFF and PDE highly recommends that districts make every effort continue the CFF coach position. The position can be supplemented from several sources: district funds, SFSF (State fiscal stabilization fund), EETT, Title 1 (for school-wide programs only).

Professional Development

Professional Development is essential for new teachers using equipment. There will be vendor provided professional development available from state contract which can be purchased through the stimulus grants or district funds. On-line courses are free from LSI and teacher release time can be provided through grants.

The 21st Century Teaching and Learning courses include:

• The Need for Change

• Authentic Teaching and learning in Math, English, Social Studies and Science

Classrooms
• Differentiated Instruction in Math, English, Social Studies and Science Classrooms

• Inquiry-based learning in Math, English, Social Studies and Science Classrooms

• Project-based learning in Math, English, Social Studies and Science Classrooms

