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Classrooms for the Future:

What about districts that were not part of CFF previous years?  The rumor is that we will not be able to apply for CFF from the state.

Districts that did not apply for CFF in previous years will be eligible for Federal Stimulus funds and can use the funds to fund CFF-like programs.  The state will not be taking applications for new districts this year.

What additional types of funding will be available for Career and Technology schools?

Career and Technology schools in cohorts 2 and 3 will be eligible for coaching funds dependent on approval from the General Assembly.

Can CFF be expanded to the middle and elementary schools through our Stimulus funds, purchasing from CFF state contract?

CFF can be expanded to the middle and elementary schools through stimulus funds, purchasing from CFF state contract down to grade 5.
Will we have to apply for this money just like we did for CFF or is each district allotted a certain amount?

Districts will have to apply for the stimulus money through the various programs:  SFSF, Title I, IDEA and EETT as directed when the grant applications become available.

Professional education: does it need to be 30 hours of PD? 

Districts will decide locally what professional development they will offer new teachers.  You are encouraged to provide hands-on initial training through a vendor contract or local coach workshops.  The LSI embedded learning courses through the 21st Century Teaching and Learning series will be available to districts at no cost and teachers are encouraged to take the courses as graduate credit, in a blended study group offered by the school or self study groups.

If there is no CFF grant for 09-10, will the cohort two teachers need to take a third course?

Professional Development is a local decision – see above.

If we put together a CFF like program, we can use stimulus money but do not need to follow or use any of the CFF contracts correct?

Correct

When is the legislature expected to vote on funding for Cohort 2 and 3 Coaches?

As part of the regular budget process, which by law is supposed to be completed by July 1.

Will there be CFF coaches for Cohorts 2 and 3 CFF schools?

The PDE has budgeted for CFF coaches for Cohorts 2 and 3 and funding will be dependent on the appropriation of the General Assembly.  We recommend that all cohorts plan some of their stimulus money to fund the CFF coach since state funding is not certain.

Will there be a separate CFF application for the coach money?

After the state budget is approved, schools will be notified how to receive the coach funds.

Is there an allocation of CFF funds for 09-10?

With this being a tough budget year, we are not certain that CFF will survive the budget negotiations.  We recommend that CFF expansion be planned using federal stimulus money.

 Do the schools need to "budget" for the CFF activities next year?

Schools are being advised to budget for CFF activities through the federal stimulus funds that the school is eligible for:  SFSF, Title 1, EETT or IDEA.

Special Ed

Can you use funds to equip inclusion classes?

Yes, for example, if you have 15% of your class identified as students with disabilities, you could fund 15% of the equipment with IDEA funds.  Making sure that the students with disabilities will have access and use of this equipment.  

Does the ARRA Supplemental IDEA have to be spent only on special education students?  There was rumor that 50% could be spent on general population.

An LEA may be able to reduce the level of state and local expenditures otherwise required by the IDEA LEA maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements.  Generally, under section 613 (a) (2) (c), in any fiscal year that an LEA’s IDEA allocation exceeds the amount the LEA received in the previous year, under certain circumstances, the LEA may reduce the level of state and local expenditures by up to 50 Percent of the amount of the increase, as long as the LEA uses those freed-up local funds for activities that could be supported under the ESEA.  If an LEA takes advantage of this provision, the required MOE for future years is reduced consistent with the reduction it took, unless the LEA increases the amount of its state and local expenditures on its own.  We encourage LEAs that can and do take advantage of this flexibility to focus the freed-up local funds on one-time expenditures that will help the state make progress on the goals in the SFSF program, such as improving the equitable distribution of effective teachers and the quality of assessments.  Be prepared to collect and report information on the use of the freed-up funds.  

Is an allowable use of Supplemental IDEA funds min-school buses with wheel chair lifts specifically for special needs student transportation?

You can not buy a bus with IDEA funds, but you can lease or rent a bus.  

Can the IDEA funds be used to purchase chair lifts within a building? 

It depends.  If the chair lift is considered a permanent fixture, we would consider that construction and it would not be an allowable use of IDEA ARRA funds.  

Can IDEA funding be used for gifted children?

The gifted program is funded with state funds and could not be funded with IDEA funds.  The only exception would be a gifted child that also has an IEP.  

Federal Programs
Does the school have to be a title 1 school?

In order to use Title I funds within a school building, the school must be eligible for and participating in Title I.

Does the EETT stimulus money we have been awarded follow the MS technology rules from the previous year?

The formula money to be awarded to LEAs in July 2009 must be used to support the goals of Title II D—integrating technology into curriculum.  The only parameters for the use of this money are those outlined within the legislation.

Competitive grant funds for EETT must be used in accordance with Title II D goals, but PDE will provide additional grant requirements in order to focus spending on specific areas.  The new competitive grant criteria has not yet been established.

The 12.6M grant will be available when?

The $12.6 million formula grant portion will be available for use in July 2009.  The $12.6 million competitive portion will be available by the fall of 2009.

Would the % of the Title I monies allowed to be used for technology purchases be equal to that of the % Economically Disadvantaged for that Title I building (similarly to the IDEA % model)?

Title I funds must be used to supplement the instructional programs offered to ALL students.  Title I funds cannot be used to save the district funds when purchasing materials or equipment that would otherwise be paid with state/local funds.  A blanket percentage cannot be automatically applied.

So as a cohort 1 school, I would search for coaching funds via the title IID.  How do I find out how much we get out of the formula?

Estimated Title II D formula amounts are posted on the PDE Stimulus website.  Final allocations will be available prior to July 1, 2009.

State Fiscal Stabilization Funds 

Can we use the money to purchase textbooks? 
State Fiscal Stabilization Funds can be used to purchase textbooks.

Will funds above the 4.1% be competitive? 

The Basic Education Fund increase to include the portion above 4.1% is determined by formula established in the State’s six year plan for school funding.

How is class size reduction handled? 

Class size reduction is an authorized use of State Fiscal Stabilization Funds. LEAs that support this strategy must comply with the requirements established by the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL). These requirements will be published in the PA-Pact guidelines.

Can any of the money be used for Dual Enrollment expansion? 

State Fiscal Stabilization Funds can be used to provide the same benefits to students as the Dual Enrollment program, the experience of taking college level courses while still in high school.

 Is it expected that districts will be permitted to use any of these funds for safety/security purposes? 

State Fiscal Stabilization Funds may be used for safety/security purposes.

How is class size reduction handled? 

If we were going to eliminate a position, can we use ARRA funds? State Fiscal Stabilization Funds can be used to maintain the teacher/student ratio established by Office of Child Development and Early Learning. The ratio will be published in the PA-Pact guidelines.
