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Dizar Fellow Pennsylvanians:

The Special Report on the Health Status of BMimorites in Penmsylvania is the latest i a series of
kealth status reports peepared under the auspices of Pennsylvania's State Health Improvement Plan.

In May 2001, 1 appointed 2 Task Force 1o asgist me in assessing the health status of racial,
culiural and Hnguistse mmarities in Pennsylvania. Through a series of community meetings held
throughout the Commonwealth, the Task Force documented significant disparities in health status in
many minority populations. They alse identified numerous innovative programs developed in and by
local communities o deal with these disparnibies.

The release of this report coincides with the March 2002 release of 8 major study by the Institute
of Medicine on "Understanding and Elimmating Facial and Ethnie Disparities in Health Care.” While
that study will undoubtedly et the tone for & national discussion, Pennsylvania has alresdy implemented
several imitiatives focused on health disparities. A key resource has been made available through
Pennsylvania’s share of the tohaces settlement, enabling us 1o address tobaccorelated concens of
digparate populations, including mmorites, as part of our comprehensive, siralcgic approach o
preventing and reducing tobacco use, especially among young people, pregnant women and women with
children. And we are facilitating the creation and support of community-based healith improvement
effiarts in all regions of the state by providing seed money to mmority organizations striving to reduce
health disparities and improve bealth status in their communities,

The fact remains that, while Pennsylvanians as & whole are healthier than ever before, not all
Pennsy|vamians share that good fortune. | hope that this report will serve as a catalyst in our efforts to
eliminate health disparities affectmyg racial and ethnic mimority populations throughout the state. 1
encourage all members of our communities—state and lacal government agencies, community and
minerity-based organizations, health care providers, church groups, social service agencies and individual
members of the camemunities themselves—to work together so we can achieve our commaon goal of
making Pennsylvania healthier for all the residents of the Commonwealth.

Simcerely,

B 5. Zi
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