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INTRODUCTION 
 

 The Pennsylvania Schools Survey is an enhanced reconnaissance-level survey of public 
schools located throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The survey was conducted in 
accordance with both the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission’s “Guidelines for 
Historic Resource Surveys in Pennsylvania” and the National Park Service’s National Register 
Bulletin 24, “Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning.” The project is 
being funded through a grant awarded to Preservation Pennsylvania by the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation (BHP). 
 
 This project is an enhanced reconnaissance-level examination of public elementary and 
secondary school properties constructed between 1900 and 1969 that still function as educational 
facilities. These schools are distributed throughout the five BHP Historic Preservation Management 
Regions. Limited physical and historical data, a recommendation for further study, and 
accompanying graphic and photographic materials collected for each resource have been submitted. 
This material will form the foundation for an intensive survey of select schools identified during 
this survey and future surveys of additional schools in the Commonwealth. No National Register 
evaluations were included as part of this project. This report presents a review of the project 
methodology, an overview of the architectural data collected, and a summary of regional features 
and school characteristics as allowable based upon the relatively limited size of the survey.  
 
 

METHODOLOGY REVIEW 
 
 The work necessary to complete the Pennsylvania Schools Survey was divided into multiple 
tasks. Outreach and coordination, fieldwork preparation activities, fieldwork, and preparation of 
submissions were conducted during the duration of the project. A list of 75 schools was prepared to 
facilitate initial outreach to school principals by the BHP (Appendix B). The Draft Pennsylvania 
Public Schools Historic Context provided by the BHP establishes two historical periods within the 
chronological period of the project. These two periods, 1867-1930 and 1930-1969, were further 
divided to fit within the 1900-1969 period of the project and to reflect historical events and 
educational trends discussed in the context and culled from other accessible secondary sources. 
These four time periods include 1900-1930 (Late Progressive Era), 1931-1938 (Great Depression), 
1939-1948 (World War II), and 1949-1969 (Post-WWII and Suburbanization). Key historical 
issues, key shifts or trends in education theory, and key school building and landscape elements of 
each time period were noted. 
 
 Cultural Heritage Research Services, Inc. (CHRS) received a listing of Pennsylvania schools 
from research pulled together by Tom Hylton. Mr. Hylton’s research was manipulated to form a 
database of only those schools with a noted date of construction, and organized primarily by BHP 
Management Region, county, year, and school district. Within each BHP Management Region, 
beginning with the Great Valley and Piedmont Region, counties were chosen that were distributed 
through the region and that contained districts with a reasonable number of schools listed in Mr. 
Hylton’s edited database. Using the goal of surveying an early period neighborhood school and a 
later period consolidated school in a single district, school districts with at least a few of each type 
of school were noted in each selected county in anticipation that some schools would be eliminated 
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from evaluation by principals during initial outreach. This strategy was used in each region for 
consistency and fieldwork efficiency. Where possible, consideration was also given to surveying a 
mix of urban, suburban, and rural school districts. The online school district website for each 
selected school district was accessed to find photographs and information for each of the district’s 
schools identified in the database. Mr. Hylton’s research (identifying acreage and walking student 
numbers) and Yahoo!® Local Maps, were used to help determine whether a school was likely a 
neighborhood school. On the basis of the selection criteria, three selection levels, or tiers, were 
produced which prioritized the schools which could have been surveyed. The tiered system was 
intended to rank the schools to be surveyed and provide additional choices should access issues 
arise. The first tier included schools which appeared to best meet the needs of the project. This tier 
included 50 schools across five regions. Ideally, this group would have been the schools which 
would have been surveyed for the project. Four neighborhood schools and six consolidated schools 
were chosen in the first-tier list for each region. The second tier was an alternate list of schools for 
survey, including 25 additional schools across five regions. Two neighborhood schools and three 
consolidated schools were on the second-tier list for each region. The third tier schools were a 
second level of back-up if denial of access to the first and second tier schools became an issue. 
These schools were scattered throughout the Commonwealth.  
 
 Chosen schools were cross-referenced with a Pennsylvania Cultural Resources Geographic 
Information System (CRGIS) list of all schools in Pennsylvania from the period between 1900 and 
1969. Two second-tier schools had already been surveyed and determined eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. These were replaced with two other schools on the list.  
 
 Using the list of 75 schools, the BHP initiated contact with principals to introduce schools to 
the project and ascertain interest in participation. This is the phase of the project that presented the 
largest obstacle towards completing the project in terms of the project schedule and the final total 
number of surveyed schools. The BHP’s efforts to obtain access approval to schools extended well 
beyond the anticipated schedule in early Spring 2006. A very low response rate from schools 
precipitated the BHP to expand their contact list and coordination to schools beyond those on the 
list provided by CHRS. Over the course of Spring, Summer, and Fall 2006 the BHP attempted to 
obtain additional access approvals. The BHP forwarded school responses to CHRS. Per 
coordination with Carol Lee (BHP), it was determined that the approved access list as of November 
1, 2006 would constitute the final number of surveyed schools. This number was further altered 
slightly due to unforeseen circumstances during the field survey.  
 
 All interested schools were contacted by CHRS to schedule survey appointments and request 
information, materials, and potential school contacts. Coordination between CHRS and these 
schools was relatively trouble-free, with few exceptions. Those exceptions related in some cases to 
changeover of school principals between the time of the initial coordination and the time of 
scheduling survey appointments.  
 
 Ultimately, the methodology used to prepare the list of 50 preferred and 25 alternate schools 
became secondary to the need to accumulate a total of 50 schools to survey. Unfortunately, the 
initial anticipated distribution of surveyed schools (four “neighborhood” and six “consolidated” 
schools, and a total of 10 per region) proved infeasible for this project. That said, the 39 schools that 
comprise the final survey list do represent a distribution of earlier neighborhood and later 
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consolidated schools, construction time periods, urban, rural, and suburban locations, architectural 
styles (or no style), and educational levels (Figure 1; Appendix C). 
 
 To help avoid similar scheduling and survey content issues, CHRS recommends that preferred 
schools are identified and a base approved access list of schools is compiled by BHP prior to the 
Notice-to-Proceed for future school survey projects. CHRS also recommends that BHP provide 
each school on the list with an official letter noting the school’s agreement to participate in the 
survey. This could alleviate concerns of new principals who have no prior knowledge of the survey, 
and help avoid a second round of approval coordination. CHRS also recommends that time be 
included in the project schedule to accommodate the considerable coordination necessary to arrange 
field survey appointments. It is not possible to commence fieldwork immediately upon receipt of an 
approved school list.  
 
 Additional activities conducted prior to fieldwork included the preparation of field survey 
packets for each of the schools to be surveyed. Each packet included a modern aerial photograph 
and USGS map, field survey form based upon data fields provided by the BHP (due to delay in 
completion of the Enhanced Reconnaissance Survey Form), photo logs, and 
task/photograph/question checklists. Surveyors also carried identification, and copies of their 
cleared criminal and child abuse history background checks. Early in the project, the BHP provided 
CHRS with a block of 50 CRGIS Key Numbers to assign to the 50 schools anticipated to be part of 
the project. In order to prepare graphics for field use, organize field survey packets, and manage 
coordination, access approved schools were assigned CRGIS Key Numbers prior to field survey, 
rather than after as anticipated. Ten CRGIS Key Numbers were initially set aside for each of the 
five regions. Each access approved school was assigned a number within the range of its region. 
Over time, as it became apparent that each region would not include 10 schools, some numbers 
were carried over to other regions as “fill-in,” and some numbers were never assigned. CRGIS Key 
Numbers that have not been used as part of this project include: 150012, 150019, 150028, 150029, 
150039, 150046, 150047, 150048, 150049, and 150050. 
 
 The field survey was conducted in a systematic manner. Schools were surveyed in clusters as 
much as possible. Several tasks were completed at each school. A hard copy of a field survey form 
was completed in the field. One Global Positioning System (GPS) point was taken at the school’s 
main entrance. Digital photographs were taken showing setting and landscape elements, the exterior 
of the school building, and accessible interior public spaces. Floor plans, site plans, and historical 
information were gathered from the school or district. All schools had some level of a floor-plan 
drawing; however, many of the schools were not able to provide site plans. Modern aerial 
photographs were used as a base to note current site plans and building and landscape elements 
(such as additions, playgrounds and parking areas) that may have undergone recent changes. 
Although initial coordination with schools proved difficult, surveyors encountered no difficulties 
gaining both exterior and interior access once overall access to a school was approved. It was 
apparent in many instances that the initial step of coordination between the BHP and the school was 
crucial due to security and safety issues. 
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150001 - Tamanend Middle School
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150005 - Marion Elementary School
150006 - Sharpe Elementary School
150007 - Stonehurst Hills Elementary School
150008 - North Wales Elementary School
150009 - Pennfield Middle School
150010 - Inglewood Elementary School
150011 - Philipsburg-Osceola Junior High School
150013 - East Forest School
150014 - Liberty Elementary School
150015 - Pleasantville Elementary School
150016 - Philipsburg-Osceola Area High School
150017 - Warren L. Miller Elementary School
150018 - Lenape Middle School
150020 - McQuistion Elementary School
150021 - Chaneysville-Cove Elementary School
150022 - Baker Elementary School
150023 - Logan Elementary School
150024 - Liberty-Valley Elementary School
150025 - D.S. Keith Junior High School
150026 - Penn-Lincoln Elementary School
150027 - Thaddeus Stevens Elementary School
150031 - S.S. Palmer Elementary School
150032 - Palmerton Area High School
150033 - Abington Heights High School
150034 - Lee Park Elementary School
150035 - Arlington Heights Elementary Schools
150036 - Blue Mountain Cressona Elementary School
150037 - Towamensing Elementary School
150038 - B.F. Morey Elementary School
150040 - Ford City High School
150041 - Shannock Valley Elementary
150042 - Butler Junior High School
150043 - Donora Elementary Center
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 Additional background research was conducted for those schools that were field surveyed in an 
effort to establish construction dates for a school’s main building and additions, and ancillary 
features on a school’s campus. This included discussion with a variety of school staff members, 
materials provided by the schools and districts, readily available published information, and historic 
aerial photographs.  
 
 CHRS recommends that future school surveys of this type be conducted one region at a time to 
facilitate surveying schools in clusters. While the overall access issues and scheduling constraints 
that necessitated some multiple trips to the same vicinity during this project may be alleviated in 
future surveys, initially restricting future surveys to smaller geographic areas could automatically 
increase the potential for survey efficiency. A larger cross-section of schools in each region would 
result as well.  
 
 As noted above, each surveyed school was assigned a CRGIS Key Number upon preparation of 
field survey materials. As the BHP Enhanced Reconnaissance Survey Form was not completed in 
time to use during this project, photocopies of the field survey form and narrative descriptive text 
were provided in its place. Modern and historic aerial photographs, USGS location maps, site plans, 
and floor plans were prepared as not-to-scale graphics with a simple label including the CRGIS Key 
Number, county, municipality, school name, and basic map/aerial photo reference information. 
Each graphic was prepared as an individual .PDF file named according to the BHP file naming 
protocol. After conversion and submission of digital photographs in .TIF format proved to be 
significantly inefficient and cumbersome due to the size of this file format, all electronic 
submissions of digital photographs subsequent to the initial May 2006 submission of seven Great 
Valley and Piedmont Region schools have been submitted only as .JPG files with the approval of 
BHP. These are also named according to the BHP file naming protocol. A photo log was provided 
with information including CRGIS Key Number, school name, basic photo identification 
information, and photo view direction. GPS points were provided in UTM format in a table with 
CRGIS Key Numbers and school names for reference. Hard copies of all documentation were 
printed on standard-weight white paper, and were submitted unbound in end-tab manila folders 
provided by the BHP.  
 
 

OVERVIEW OF ARCHITECTURAL DATA COLLECTED 
 
Introduction: 
 
 Of the 39 schools surveyed during this project, 25 currently function as elementary schools, 
five as middle schools, three as junior high schools, four as high schools, and one as a kindergarten 
through twelfth grade school. The educational level of many of these have changed during the 
schools’ histories. High schools, for example, have been converted to junior high schools or 
elementary schools. The core sections of 16 schools were constructed during the 1900-1930 time 
period (Late Progressive Era). One school was constructed primarily during the 1931-1938 time 
period (Great Depression). Two schools were constructed between 1939 and 1948 (World War II), 
and 20 schools were built during the 1949-1969 time period (Post-WWII and Suburbanization). Per 
themes previously established, 21 schools are considered neighborhood schools while 18 schools 
are considered consolidated. Thirteen of the schools in the survey are classified with a formal 
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rectangular buildings or comprised of flat-roofed boxy sections connected into various shapes. 
Reliance on natural air circulation and light diminished with the use of modern mechanical, 
electrical, and heating systems. School windows during this time period tended to be smaller with 
fewer functional sashes. Seven schools in the survey were constructed with a mix of solid panels of 
porcelain enameled steel, fixed sash, and hopper or awning windows in each window bay. These 
include Abington Heights High School (150033), Shannock Valley Elementary School (150041), 
and Philipsburg-Osceola Area High School (150016), among others. Some other schools, such as 
Towamensing Elementary School (150037), Crestview Elementary School (150002), and East 
Forest School (150013) feature smaller window bays and larger expanses of brick or other cladding.  
 
 Fourteen of the surveyed schools constructed between 1949 and 1969 feature multi-use public 
spaces. These consist of a mix of gymnasiums with inset or proscenium stages, cafeterias with 
stages, or single combinations of gymnasiums, auditoriums, and cafeterias. Some of the schools that 
feature shared cafeteria space have tables which fold out from the walls and have their own seats. 
These can be completely concealed when the room is put to other uses. Shannock Valley 
Elementary School (150041) and Arlington Heights Elementary School (150035) both have this 
feature. All surveyed schools built as elementary schools during this period have multi-use spaces. 
Of the six schools with separate gymnasiums, auditoriums, and cafeterias, three were constructed as 
large high schools, and three were constructed as large junior high schools. It is in these junior and 
senior high schools that updated specialized classrooms were included during this period. 
Classrooms for industrial arts, state-of-the-art science laboratories, and specialized spaces for fine 
arts and music are some of the facilities intended to provide students the background to pursue 
vocational training and college.  
 
 This period also brought about additions to schools built earlier in the century. Six of the 
schools in the survey constructed between 1900 and 1949 received major additions in the 1950s and 
1960s. Half of these reflected the architectural style of the original structure while half appended a 
more modern structure to the original building. Most of the 39 schools in the survey received major 
additions and/or renovations in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, reflecting 
additional changes in educational theory and student population needs.  
 
 

REGIONAL SUMMARY OF FEATURES AND SCHOOL 
CHARACTERISTICS 

 
 Based upon the limited number of schools surveyed in each region, no conclusive summary can 
be determined regarding regional features and school characteristics. Patterns between urban, 
suburban, and rural schools are more evident. Urban schools tended to have been built earlier, in 
neighborhoods on small lots, many of which were designed in a formal architectural style. 
Consolidated suburban schools built post-World War II are typically large simple structures on 
expansive properties. Rural schools, constructed during early waves of school district consolidation 
throughout the first half of the twentieth century, tend to have been built as small school buildings 
on plots of land with room for expansion. Regional characteristics may become evident by 
comparing the results of potential future surveys of additional schools in each region.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER PROJECT WORK 
 
 The following schools are recommended for preparation of Pennsylvania Historic Resource 
Survey Forms during Phase II of this project (Appendix D) These include the 1927 Collegiate 
Gothic Thaddeus Stevens Elementary School (150027) in the Ridge and Valley Region, the 1917 
Classical Revival Butler Junior High School (150042) in the Southwestern Pennsylvania Region, 
the 1941 Classical Revival Garrettford Elementary School (150003) in the Great Valley and 
Piedmont Region, the 1964 Palmerton Area High School (150032) in the Anthracite and Poconos 
Region, and the 1930s Art Deco Philipsburg-Osceola Junior High School (150011). This last school 
was erroneously identified by Tom Hylton as being located in Clearfield County, in the Allegheny 
Plateau Region. Its correct location in Centre County (along with Philipsburg-Osceola Area High 
School) was noted during the course of the survey. Located close to the boundary of two regions, 
the correction now includes it in the Ridge and Valley Region. As it is the only school in the survey 
constructed during the 1931-1938 time period, it is recommended for future work. These schools 
include a mix of current and former elementary, junior, and high schools, four neighborhood 
schools and one consolidated school.  
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Education: M.A. History (Concentration in Public History; Emphasis in 

Historic Preservation), Arizona State University  
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 B.A. Communications, Temple University 
Project Responsibility Report editing 
 
Editor: Maria DiNicola 
Professional Experience: 1 year 
Education: B.A. English with Communications, Gwynedd-Mercy College 
Project Responsibility Report editing 



 

APPENDIX B 
 

LIST OF SCHOOLS—FEBRUARY 2006 



 

APPENDIX C 
 

FINAL LIST OF SCHOOLS—MARCH 2007 



 

APPENDIX D 
 

LIST OF RECOMMENDED SCHOOLS FOR 
PREPARATION OF PHRS FORMS—MARCH 2007



 

  

 


